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Welcome to WatchWare Version 5  

 

WatchWare Watch Collector will help you manage your entire horological collection. Whether 
you collect pocket watches, wristwatches, horological tools, or any combination of horilogical 
items, this program will make it easy and fun to manage your collection. It can help you keep 
track of additional watches you want for your collection as well as help keep track of watches 
you have sold from your collection. Watch Collector is a comprehensive program designed to 
assist you with data entry. You don't need to be an expert to be able to describe your watch 
professionally. There are multiple drop down fields that contain helpful information to guide 
you with entering accurate information. 
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There are numerous reports to let you maintain hardcopy records of your collection. These 
reports will make it fun to review your collection without having to take the watches out of the 
safe.  

Whether you are a new collector or an old time collector, this program will add functionality, 
usability, and security to your collection. 

Once and for all, throw away those handwritten lists or spreadsheets of which watches you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ Χ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ 
instant up to date list of your entire collection! WatchWare can be used to track collections 
both big and small. It provides space to record watches, literature, tools, etc. 

WatchWare contains a complete, updateable database of manufactures, sizes, movement 
types, etc. By selecting from a drop down list of choices, your entry time is decreased 
significantly.  

Lots of reports are included. Print a list of all your watches with or without pictures. Print an 
insurance report to show the value and contents of your collection. Print a summary to show 
what you've spent on your collection (some of you may want to skip this one) and what it's 
total value is! 

WatchWare was designed exclusively for the watch collector. It is not just a make-it-work add-in to a 

collection program. We started from the ground up, breaking the mold of other collection software ς 

you'll notice the difference. WatchWare has been helping collectors since 1995. 
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Installation  
The Watch Collector program is a Microsoft Access database built in two parts, the program file and the 

database file. The program file is separated from the database file so that updates can be provided if 

necessary without impacting your data file. 

Ver 5 database file has changed from previous versions in that it is one single file rather than multiple 

database files. This makes file management easier. 

The database program uses the runtime version of Microsoft Access 2007. This is included with the 

installation package and will install automatically. In addition to MS Access runtime, a separate program 

file will install an ActiveX file (DBPix20.ocx) that is used for picture handling in the WatchWare program. 

This file will also be automatically installed. Please do not delete the folder c:\Program Files\DBPix 2.0 

Control. This is where the ActiveX file resides. 

WatchWare  
To install WatchWare, insert the CD and the setup program should automatically open if autorun is 

enabled. If it is not enabled, open Windows Explore, select your CD drive and double-click the setup.exe 

file in the root directory. The setup will start. It is recommended that you accept the default installation 

path c:\Program Files\WatchWare or you will have to re-link your database file.   

 

WatchWare program and database file will be installed and a shortcut will be created that can be found 

by clicking on <Start><All Programs><WatchCollector5>. After the WatchWare program files are 

installed, the runtime version of Microsoft Access will be installed. Upon completion a separate 

installation file will run to install the ActiveX file. If this file does not install for some reason, it is included 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /5 ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά5.tƛȄǎΦŜȄŜέΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άWatchCollector5\Files έ 

folder or ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άc:\Program Files\WatchWareέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

Import Utility  
For users of previous versions of WatchWare, a utility is provided to allow you to import watch data 

from previous versions. It is also a database that uses MS Access 2007 runtime. If you need to install this 

ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǳǇΦŜȄŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά\WatchWareImportέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

CD. 
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Picture Folder  
WatchWare Ver 5 does not store pictures in the database file. Instead it uses links to picture files. Once 

you open WatchWare Ver 5 for the first time, you need to set the path for you picture folder. Do this by 

ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜέ ǊƛōōƻƴΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά{Ŝǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ CƻƭŘŜǊέ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ 

browser window so you can select the folder where you store your watch pictures. It is recommended 

that you create a subfolder under the WatchWare folder for this. Picture files should be .jpg format. 

 

Linking the Data File  
If needed, you can re-link t the data file. This should only be necessary if you install WatchWare to a 

ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ  {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά[ƛƴƪ 5ŀǘŀ CƛƭŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ά¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜέ 

ǊƛōōƻƴΦ ! ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǇŀǘƘ ά/Υ\Program Files\²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜέΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛle 

ά²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜ5ŀǘŀΦŀŎŎŘōέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜ-linked. 

 

Known Issues with Windows Vista  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ±ƛǎǘŀΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/Υ\Program 

Files\²ŀǘŎƘǿŀǊŜέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛƭŜΦ ±ƛǎǘŀ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ άwŜŀŘ 

hƴƭȅέ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŜǇǎ 

{¢9t мΥ wƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ όǳǎƛƴƎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊύ 
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{¢9t нΥ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ ǘŀō 

 

STEP 3: Click on the <Edit> button 

 

{¢9t пΥ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά¦ǎŜǊǎέΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άCǳƭƭ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ғhYҔ 
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Getting Started  
After you have installed WatchWare you can open the program by clicking on <Start><All 

Programs><WatchWare><Watch Collector>. 

Data File Linking  
The data file is where all the data you input is stored. The file name is WatchwareData.accdb. It also 

contains all the data for the drop down lists that make data entry easier. 

If you installed it to the default installation folder c:\program files\watchware, you will not have to re-

link the data file. If you installed the program to any other folder, you will have to re-link to the database 

file. To do this ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛōōƻƴΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ғ¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎҔғ[ƛƴƪ 5ŀǘŀ CƛƭŜҔΦ 

 

A browser window will open to allow you to find the folder where the WatchwareData.accdb file is 

located. Select the file and the program will link the tables. 
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Common Form Features  
WatchWare contains a number of features to make entering and finding data easier.  

 

Toolbars  
Most input forms have a toolbar on them to allow selecting additional features associated with that 

particular form. The only menu bar (now referred to as a ribbon) available is at the top of the program 

window and not related to any particular form. Menu bars and tool bars are very similar and common to 

most programs you typically use. You will use the form toolbar to open additional forms, reports, and to 

perform various functions.  

Tabs 
The watch data form contains a tabbed control for data collection. The data tab has multiple tabs for 

different classes of information. To move between pages on the control, click on the tab you want.   

Saving Records 
You can save a record you are currently working on by clicking the <Save> button or by moving to 

another record. One thing to keep in mind that if you select a report to print prior to saving the record, 

it will not appear in the report. You must move off the current record or click the <Save> button first. 
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Find Record or Select Record 
Most forms have either a Find Record or Select Record capability. The Find Record method utilizes a 

drop down combo box that shows all available records and allows you to choose from the list which 

record to make current. The Select Record method displays a list of records from which you can click on 

the record you want to make current. Both methods do exactly the same thing. 

Record Selector for Deletion  
The record selector used for selecting a record deletion is the vertical bar on the left side of a form. 

When you click on this vertical bar, the entire current record is selected. After selecting a record, the bar 

will turn a darker color. Once this happens, you can press the <DEL> key on your keyboard to delete the 

current record. The main watch input form does not use the record ǎŜƭŜŎǘƻǊΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ά5ŜƭŜǘŜ 

²ŀǘŎƘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΦ 

Record Navigation  
To move between records, you use the record navigation buttons on the bottom left of each form. 

There are navigation buttons for next, previous, first, last, and new records. You may also type the 

number of the record you want to go to in the text box. NOTE: this is not the same as "Watch No.". 

Using Drop Down Lists 
There are numerous drop down lists available to assist you with choosing the correct data to enter. You 

can either choose from the list available or type something not in the list. Drop down lists are generally 

multicolumn lists that contain the data to be entered in the field in the first column and informational 

data to explain or assist you in the second column. All of the drop down lists can be edited by selecting 

the appropriate one from the <Utilities> option found on the toolbar. NOTE: You can also double-click 

any drop down list to open the appropriate utility form for adding/editing. 

Sort Buttons  
Sort buttons are used to sort records either ascending or descending.  On the main watch input form, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻǊǘ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ŜƭŜŎǘέ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ 

of data in the search list. 

Data Input  
Data input is done by either typing in the data, selecting from the drop down lists, or by using one of the 

available "Description Calculators". The "Description Calculators" provide the means to automatically 

generate descriptions for data fields such as movement description, dial description, or case material 

description. These description calculators format the information into common descriptions found in 

many of the watch collector books found on the market and used by professionals for describing 

watches. 
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Scroll Bar  
Drop down lists or search lists will generally have a scroll bar on the right hand side for scrolling up or 

down through the list of data that the field contains. These scroll bars work the same as the scroll bars 

found on any other program. 

Shortcut Menu  

 

 

The shortcut menu is available by right clicking when the cursor is in any data input field. This pop-up 

menu allows you to sort or filter records. 
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WatchWare Menu Ribbon  
¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘȅƭŜ άwƛōōƻƴέ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ōŀǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ŀƭƭƻws you to 

open the Main Menu back up if you accidentally close all the forms.  

 

Set Your Watch Pictures Folder Path  
WatchWare Ver 5 does not store pictures in the database file. Instead it uses links to picture files. Once 

you open WatchWare Ver 5 for the first time, you need to set the path for you picture folder. Do this by 

ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǘŎƘ²ŀǊŜέ ǊƛōōƻƴΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά{Ŝǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ CƻƭŘŜǊέ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ 

browser window so you can select the folder where you store your watch pictures. It is recommended 

that you create a subfolder under the WatchWare folder for this. Picture files should be .jpg format.  

 

Data File Linking  
The data file is where all the data you input is stored. The file name is WatchwareData.accdb. It also 

contains all the data for the drop down lists that make data entry easier. 

If you installed it to the default installation folder c:\program files\watchware, you will not have to re-

link the data file. If you installed the program to any other folder, you will have to re-link to the database 

ŦƛƭŜΦ ¢ƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛōōƻƴΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ғ¦ǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎҔғ[ƛƴƪ 5ŀǘŀ CƛƭŜҔΦ 

 
















































































